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1 



A 



BILL 



TO 

Assimilate the Law ot Trial by Jury in Ireland to that of a.d. i87i. 

Scotland. — 

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law relating to trial by 
jury in Ireland, and to assimilate the same in certain respects 
to the law now in force in Scotland : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 

5 by and with the advice and consent of the fords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same as follows : 

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as “ The Trial by Jury Short title. 
(Ireland) Act, 1871.” 

10 2. This Act shall commence and have effect on and after the Commence. 

first day of September ova thousand eight, hundred and seventy. n ” mt of Act. 
one. 

3. The word “ court ” shall include each of the superior courts Interpre- 
of common law and equity, and the probate court and court tation ' 

15 for matrimonial causes and matters at Dublin, and every court of 
assize, nisi prius, oyer and term in er, and gaol delivery, and 
every general sessions of the peace and every recorders court. 

4. From and after the commencement of this Act the trial of Jury in 
every criminal issue (save as is by this Act excepted) joined in any crimlnftl 

20 court m Ireland shall be by a jury consisting of fifteen persons duly Sst°of 
qualified to serve as jurors at such trial, and where the number of fifte en. 
any such jury shall be less than fifteen, the verdict of such jury 
shall not have any force or affect any law, custom, or usage to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

25 . Where any such jury of fifteen persons upon the trial of any such 
issue as aforesaid are unable unanimously to agree upon a verdict, 
they may return a verdict by a majority of their number, and such 
verdict shall be taken and have the same force and effect as if the 
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same had been found unanimously by the whole of such jury : 
Provided always, that where such jury shall not he un anim ous, the 
foreman of such jury shall announce the same so that an entry 
thereof may he made on the record. 

5. Prom and after the commencement of this Act, if upon the 5 
trial hy jury of any civil issue joined in any court in Ireland the 
jmy have been kept in deliberation for a period of not less than 
three hours, and are unable unanimously to agree upon a verdict, 
the said jury may return a verdict by a majority of their number, 
and such verdict . s h all be taken, and shall have the same force and 10 
effect as if the same had been found unanimously by the whole of 
the said jury. 

6. Nothing in this Act contained shall be held to apply to any 
trial for the crime of high treason or misprision of treason. 
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